


Partnership with UN-Habitat

The growing trend of urban disasters and their linkages to urbanization, climate change and

conflict in the Sahel underscore the need for long-term investment in urban planning and

investment decisions to be disaster and climate resilient.

For the Srst time on the ground in such a large region, UNDP and UN-Habitat join forces to

examine the ongoing transformations shaping urban resilience to shocks and stresses.

Made possible by the comprehensive framework for collaborative work signed between the

two agencies in December 2020, this ambitious initiative is co-Snanced for one year through

a new partnership contributing to the Sahel Resilience Project.

UNDP's Sahel Resilience Project and UN-Habitat organised two technical brieSngs on 27

September and 9 November aimed at the operationalisation of the partnership between

the two organisations. The next training/webinar will be on CityRAP.

The Sahel Resilience Project and UN-Habitat are preparing to jointly conduct an integrated

spatial assessment at the regional level and deploy UN-Habitat's CityRAP (City Resilience

Action Planning) as a basis for local planning with municipal authorities, communities, and

local actors in seven Sahelian partner countries.

Finally, UNDP Resilience Hub in Nairobi and UN-Habitat Africa Regional OfSce held a virtual

workshop from 18 to 20 October to set concrete areas of collaboration under a proposed

joint regional programme on Smart Resilient Cities in sub-Saharan Africa. The identiSed

opportunities are: improving governance systems of secondary cities, including through

specialised technical assistance and on-the-job capacity development; developing enabling

tools for enhanced urban resilience planning; strengthened municipal Snance (e.g. through

land-based Snance) and smart city management (e.g. by using adequate technology); and,

support for the development and Snancing of bankable projects meant to progressively

enhance urban resilience (for instance, post-COVID-19 green recovery).

Read more

CityRap Tool•

As UN Secretary-General António Guterres said, "the COVID-19 pandemic has reminded us

that we cannot afford to ignore known risks.  We need large-scale, risk-based, preventive

and systematic adaptation efforts to protect people and communities, and to build a highly

resilient future."

Watch our presentation at the virtual exhibition of the Eighth African Regional Platform for

Disaster Risk Reduction and the Seventh High-Level Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction

which was held in Nairobi from 16-19 November 2021 under the auspices of the United

Nations OfSce for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR).

Learn more about the work of the UNDP Africa Resilience Hub on climate and disaster

resilience: in particular, what we do in effective risk governance, effective preparedness and

early action, COVID-19 and disaster response and recovery.
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The capacity assessment of AGRHYMET the Niamey-based data centre in

agrometeorology, hydrology, and climate, is near Snal; the consultant shared the Sndings

with key stakeholders from project countries and UNDP for their Snal feedback in a virtual

meeting on 23 November.

UNDP in collaboration with the African Development Bank (AfDB) is supporting the Lake

Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) in conducting a Joint AfDB-LCBC-UNDP Fragility and

Resilience Assessment in the Lake Chad Basin, building on the fragility assessment

methodology while integrating disaster and climate risks. UNDP-appointed consultant is

supporting the LCBC in development of the TOR as well as identiScation of a qualiSed

team of experts who will conduct the Assessment. The Consultant will provide technical

oversight to the assessment process and establish and maintain coordination mechanisms

at various levels for an inclusive and consultative process.

Support for the establishment of Sendai Framework Monitor Baseline and, at the

national level, disaster loss and damage databases disaggregated by sex-age-disability is

being initiated in discussion with UNDRR, UNDP, UN Women and PERIPERI U. National

stakeholders will be contacted upon deSning the approach and methodology for this

process.

UNDP, UNDRR and UN Women offered in collaboration with PERIPERI U an orientation

workshop for university students and their coordinators on data collection for the

Sendai Framework Monitor and disaster loss and damage  databases on 28 October.

The African Union Commission (AUC) and UNDRR held a conference on the Institutional

framework for multi-hazard early warning and early action in Nairobi from 19 to 22

October – as an initial step, the assessment of the status of multi-hazard early warning

systems had been supported by the Sahel Resilience Project – and a consultation with

member states and RECs on standard operating procedures for the Africa situation room
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CityRap Tool

Spatial Development Framework•

A regional resilience strategy for
West Africa

The ECOWAS Commission with support from Sweden under the auspices of the Sahel

Resilience Project will be initiating the development of a regional resilience strategy for West

Africa. The strategy will be elaborated by a multi-disciplinary task force with expertise in all

key dimensions of resilience. The strategy once developed through a consultative process,

including technical workshops with member states and all other key stakeholders, will be

validated by member states and presented at the Ministerial meeting for adoption by those

member states. ECOWAS requested UNDP support for a technical expert to lead and

coordinate the work of the task force.

http://agrhymet.cilss.int/
http://agrhymet.cilss.int/
http://dimsur.org/city_rap/
http://dimsur.org/city_rap/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13563475.2019.1658571
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13563475.2019.1658571


to be managed by the African Union Commission.

AUC also presented the Institutional framework for multi-hazard early warning and early

action at the UNDRR Eighth African Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and

the Seventh High-Level Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction which was held in Nairobi

from 16-19 November 2021.

UNDP Nigeria organised a hackathon in collaboration with EpiAFRIC, Reboot and Nigeria

Health Watch on innovation in medical waste management as part of the COVID-19

response supported by the Sahel Resilience Project. The challenge was designed for

individuals to develop innovative solutions to be tested and scaled up in a few selected

states for effective management and disposal of COVID-19 related medical waste. The

hackathon took place at virtual and in-person event at the Ventures Park in Abuja on

15-16 October.
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Current and upcoming activities

Virtual training on climate and disaster risk Ynancing

PERIPERI U/Stellenbosch University and the UNDP Sahel Resilience Project are currently

leading a month-long (intermittent/online) training on climate and disaster risk Snancing from

16 November to 9 December 2021 for directors or senior advisors – some 40 participants

in total – from the Ministries of Economy and Finance, Planning, Environment and Climate

Change, Social Affairs and Gender, Disaster Risk Management and Civil Protection in the

seven project countries: Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria and Senegal as

well as representatives from ECOWAS and the African Union Commission. By presenting

key concepts and applied research associated with public investments in disaster risk

reduction (DRR) and climate change adaptation (CCA), the training examines the complex

risk environment in Africa and make the case for climate and disaster risk Snancing (CDRF)

as a set of risk reduction and mitigation tools.

Disaster risk reduction and climate action public expenditure and institutional review

ECOWAS and the Sahel Resilience Project are launching a Disaster risk reduction and

climate action public expenditure and institutional review in two countries namely in Burkina

Faso and Niger. This collaboration between the Sahel project and UNDP’s Nature, Energy

and Climate Team’s Inclusive Budgeting for Climate Change in Africa Project will serve as an

effective tool for achieving greater coherence between disaster risk reduction (DRR) and

climate change adaptation (CCA) in these countries through performance tracking of DRR

and CCA investments as well as for scenario-based planning. The reviews will be followed

by capacity building of national government stakeholders in the application of this tool as

well as piloting of budget tagging in these countries.

Flagship studies

The three research organisations, which were recruited by the project to lay the foundations

for guiding future disaster risk reduction policies and interventions, have completed their

assessments in the third quarter of the year. All three flagship studies are undergoing Snal

validation with stakeholders. Consultations on the socio-economic impact assessment of

COVID-19 and the role of disaster risk governance continued in partner countries

throughout the third quarter, culminating on 20 October with a regional consultation of

RECs and other key stakeholders on the regional results and trends of the impact of the

pandemic and responses in the seven countries.

These studies will be available from early 2022 onwards:

Assessment of the domestication of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

2015-2030 (SFDRR) and the Programme of Action for Africa by the Overseas

Development Institute (ODI) under the auspices of the African Union Commission.

Comprehensive assessment of the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 and the role of

disaster risk governance in the Western Sahel and Lake Chad Basin region by Data-Pop

Alliance, under the auspices of ECOWAS.

Comprehensive assessment of the status of multi-hazard early warning systems (MHEWS)

in Africa by CIMA Foundation under the auspices of the African Union Commission.

•

•

•



Agenda

December

Sahel Resilience Project 2nd Board Meeting

Second Project Board Meeting and theory of change review

January

Launch of the Assessment of the Domestication of the Sendai Framework

Launch by the African Union Commission and UNDP of the Assessment of the

Domestication of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR)

and the Programme of Action for Africa, a flagship study undertaken by the Overseas

Development Institute (ODI) under the Sahel Resilience Project

For more information

Reshmi Theckethil (reshmi.theckethil@undp.org) and Denise Jeanmonod

(denise.jeanmonod@undp.org)

Our partners

The Sahel Resilience Project is funded by Sweden and UNDP with an overall budget of $7.5

million over three years (2019-2022).

The project is based on partnerships between UNDP, regional, and national institutions

working in the area of disaster risk reduction and COVID-19 response:

African Union Commission (AUC)

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)

UN Women

Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC)

PERIPERI U (Secretariat hosted by Stellenbosch University)

AGRHYMET Regional Centre (CILSS)
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Our team

We are delighted to introduce Prachi Acharya, Urban Resilience and Recovery

Preparedness Expert, who provides remote support from Nairobi, Kenya, to the project's

regional team since November; she can be reached at: prachi.acharya@undp.org

mailto:reshmi.theckethil@undp.org
mailto:reshmi.theckethil@undp.org
mailto:denise.jeanmonod@undp.org
mailto:denise.jeanmonod@undp.org
mailto:prachi.acharya@undp.org
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AGRHYMET Regional Centre (CILSS)

The project focuses on the transboundary dimensions of disaster risk and climate pressures

in the Western Sahel, aiming to strengthen national commitments to the Sendai Framework

for Disaster Risk Reduction in the African Union's Programme of Action in Burkina Faso,

Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal.

Five areas of action

Data for decision-making: Increased capacity of tracking the domestication of Sendai

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the implementation of the African Union’s

Programme of Action in the Sahel region through enhanced data collection, analysis and

reporting systems.

Risk governance: Strengthened regional and multi-country regulatory, policy and

budgetary frameworks for translating disaster and climate data into risk-informed

development.

Preparedness for recovery: Enhanced regional recovery and resilience-building

processes that address underlying disaster and climate change risks and restore

pathways to sustainable development in the Sahel countries.

Resilient urban areas:  Enhanced regional capacities for urban risk management.

Regional engagement: Enhanced innovations and knowledge of risk-informed

development through regional dialogue and South-South exchanges.
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Follow us online

africa.undp.org (Regional project page)

COVID-19 response in the Sahel region (Stay tuned about national activities)

@ResilienceSahel (Twitter)

West and Central Africa Annual Report 2020 (Library)
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