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2020 saw significant strategic private-sector engagement in pursuing the SDGs, including 
through UNDP partnerships. We continued to develop new partnerships for existing initiatives, 
such as The Lion’s Share, the Connecting Business Initiative, and Youth Co: Lab, and also built 
new ones, including the COVID-19 Private Sector Global Facility, partnering with the United Na-
tions Global Compact and the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) to develop innovative 
public partnerships for COVID-19 recovery.

With support from private-sector actors like Boston Consulting Group and UPS, the joint UN Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and UNDP Connecting Business Initia-
tive have been assisting business networks with over 50,000 member companies in a worldwide 
COVID-19 response, including guidance for the private sector in 4 continents. Meanwhile, the 
Connecting Business Initiative (CBi) and its partner business groups raised over $30M to fund 
the distribution of grocery vouchers to over 1 million urban residents in the Metro Manila Area.

Since 2018, UNDP supported governments and the private sector to finance the SDGs, includ-
ing through its Finance Sector Hub. The Tax Inspectors Without Borders programme, a joint 
effort by UNDP and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 
helped 45 countries to collect $775M in revenue in 5 years.

Working with the private sector

Future partnerships today

SDG Impact
Opening new frontiers on investment 

In 2020, SDG Impact helped investors, bond issuers and enterprises make significant, measur-
able contributions towards the SDGs. Standards have been set to codify and confirm the best 
practices for these groups to contribute to the goals.

The SDG Investor Platform, co-created by UNDP’s flagship SDG Impact initiative and the Sec-
retary-General’s Global Investors for Sustainable Development (GISD) Alliance, makes the mar-
ket intelligence generated through the SDG Investor Maps available to investors interested 
in SDG-enabling investment opportunities. The platform currently provides insights into 207 
investment opportunity areas in 15 countries, with each country involved expected to mobilize 
approximately $50M towards the Goals.
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Completed Maps

Ongoing Maps

Planned Maps
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CITI FOUNDATION 

Co-led by UNDP and Citi Foundation, Youth Co:Lab establishes a common agenda to 
empower and invest in youth, so that they can accelerate the SDGs through leadership, 
social innovation and entrepreneurship. Since 2017, the programme has been 
implemented in 25 countries across Asia-Pacific, reached over 75,000 participants, 
benefited over 7,120 young social entrepreneurs, helped launch or improve over 1,000 
youth-led social enterprises, and collaborated with over 192 ecosystem partners.

HEART 17

In 2020, HEART 17 built its digital platform and began testing its functionality with youth 
drawn from UNDP’s networks. The purpose of HEART 17 was deepened to focus 
on amplifying the voices of youth leaders on topics related to the environment and 
inequality. Brands supporting the initiative include H&M, Spotify and Mojang (Minecraft).  

DIGITAL GIVING

UNDP has also revitalized opportunities for individuals to mobilize resources through 
crowdfunding campaigns that provide tangible support to the most vulnerable. Over 15 
campaigns were launched in 2020 alone.

SAMSUNG

The Samsung Global Goals app, jointly developed with UNDP, is now installed on over 100 million devices 
worldwide. This partnership has generated $1.5M and engaged new audiences with the SDGs. With the 
#Generation17 initiative, visionary young leaders from around the world are raising awareness about how 
they are helping to solve some of the world’s most urgent problems.

COVID-19 PRIVATE SECTOR GLOBAL FACILITY

The aim of UNDP’s new facility is to foster and enhance public–private partnerships and solutions 
at both the global and national levels. UNDP joined forces with the ICC, UN Global Compact, PwC, 
Microsoft and DHL to develop the facility, which is tailored to countries’ specific needs and supports 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to advance green and digital technologies. Its work 
directly supports the progress of SDG 8, SDG 13, SDG 17 and the COVID-19 response.
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THE LION’S SHARE

The Lion’s Share Fund added Gucci and Cartier to its partnership roster in 2020. The fund also 
launched the COVID-19 Response: Resilience in Wildlife Community Grants to support communities 
dependent on wildlife-based tourism that have been severely impacted by the pandemic.

MICROSOFT

UNDP advanced its digital transformation partnerships for environmental sustainability 
and innovative data management solutions for the COVID-19 response. We are working 
with Microsoft to facilitate access to sustainable energy, biodiversity and ecosystem 
benefits in countries challenged by climate change. As part of the partnership, the 
GEF Small Grants Programme is collaborating with Project 15 at Microsoft to create 
opportunities for community-based initiatives to accelerate innovation and scale up 
impacts on species conservation, sustainable fisheries and agriculture.  
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UN family stays strong

Throughout 2020, UNDP invested in deepening its UN partnerships. These included joining 
forces with UNICEF on innovation, youth and entrepreneurship; the International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) on work, both present and future; the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on livelihoods and digital solu-
tions for people on the move; the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on finding a balance between people 
and planet; the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the Broadband Commission 
to advance inclusive digital nations; and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the UN Development Coordination Office (DCO) to advance a 
human rights-based approach in COVID-19 response plans.

Our unified efforts to help countries tackle the COVID-19 pandemic and its impacts are another 
example of UN Reform in action. UN country teams serving 162 countries and territories came 
together in an unprecedented way in 2020, supporting authorities to address the multiple im-
pacts of the pandemic. As the UN’s socio-economic technical lead, UNDP was part of a critical 
triad with OCHA and WHO and worked more closely than ever with its development system 
counterparts. We co-led the development and implementation of socio-economic assessments 
and contributed to developing and costing response plans.

Looking ahead, UNDP will work alongside WHO and other UN entities to support equity, resil-
ience and sustainability in COVID-19 vaccination programmes.

UNDP also delivered services to the wider UN and administered funding on its behalf:  

Our top 10 UN partners working together across our Signature Solutions and beyond were:

Delivering as one in a one-off year

capitalization of the UN 
Multi-Partner Trust Fund 

portfolios in 2020 (highest 
ever; 20% increase 
compared to 2019)  

$1.5B
administered by UNDP 

on behalf of the UN 
Resident Coordinator 

System in 2020  

$131.3M   
invested in RC 

System by UNDP 
for 2020

$10.3M 
for client satisfaction, 

recorded by new UN RC 
System Service Portal  

4.19 out of 
5 stars
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UNDP Goodwill Ambassadors and celebrity advocates 

Proactive presence 
throughout the pandemic

A “remote” UNGA week saw the 
appointment of Afropop artist Yemi 
Alade (top left) as UNDP Goodwill 
Ambassador, building on her work 
as an advocate for equality, women’s 
empowerment and a sustainable planet.

When life went virtual in March 2020, 
our influencers we able to spread 
awareness in new ways, first by 
helping to clarify misinformation around 
COVID-19. UNDP’s #HalfTheWorld 
celebrity campaign exposed the 
growing inequalities caused by the 
pandemic and climate change for those 
many millions lacking social protection. 
Led by Goodwill Ambassador Padma 
Lakshmi (pictured centre, left of actor 
David Oyelowo), it attracted 237 media 
outlets with an audience of over 152 
million, plus 21 million on social media.

2020 also featured the star-studded 
launch of the Eyes on the Goals event 
to kick off the Decade of Action. 
Organized in collaboration with 
Sustainable Partners, it included digital 
videos by celebrities and influencers 
from the world of film, music and sport 
that helped boost global support for the 
SDGs. (Left: comedic actor, writer and 
producer Rainn Wilson)
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Investing in development 
We rely on the support of our partners more than ever as we help lift the world out of the pandemic 
and build forward better to the future of development.

We wish to thank all our partners, beginning with the top 15:

All financial figures are provisional as of April 2021 and subject to change until the completion of audited financial statements. 

Top partners

European  
Union

Sweden Argentina United 
Kingdom

Norway Switzerland Netherlands Denmark

Germany Global 
Environment 

Facility

The Global  
Fund

Japan United 
States

Dominican 
Republic

Green  
Climate  

Fund
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Highlights  
in 2020

50% of core backed by multi-year pledges   
$346M in contributions to UNDP’s core resources 
came from multi-year pledges

43% increase in government financing 
Contributions from government financing 
increased by 43% (to $1.1B from $790M in 2019)

21% increase in Funding Windows 
Contributions to Funding Windows increased by 
21% (to $125M from $103M in 2019)

Our invaluable partners 

77% increase in pooled UN funds
Contributions received as a Participating UN 
Organization (PUNO) increased by 77% since 2019
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Top 2020 UNDP partners 

300M200M100M 400M 500M

UN Pooled Funds
Global Environment Facility

The Global Fund

European Union

United States

Norway
Switzerland

UN Agencies

Canada

Egypt

Germany

Japan

United Kingdom

World Bank Group

Argentina

Green Climate Fund
Dominican Republic

Colombia

Honduras

Sweden

Ukraine

Netherlands
Denmark

Italy

Republic of Korea

Australia
Montreal Protocol

Saudi Arabia
Cameroon

India
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483M
482M

438M
370M

323M
306M

262M
238M
236M

197M
176M

162M
116M

112M
105M

95M
86M

75M
72M
70M

59M
59M

52M
49M

41M
39M
36M
34M
32M
32M

(Millions of US$)

Regular Resources Other Resources

UNDP’s Funding Windows are a pooled funding mechanism for partners to provide thematic support for the 
SDGs. Special thanks go to our top 2020 Funding Windows Contributors: 

Funding Windows

Germ
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y

Denm
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Sweden
Nethe

rla
nd

s
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nd

Lu
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(Millions of US$)

60M

40M

20M

70.9M

22.2M

11.7M
7.1M 5.1M 3.3M 2.6M 2M

Earmarked to projects

Flexible to window, sub-window, region or country
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Regular or core resources are funds provided to UNDP that are not earmarked for a specific 
project or theme. 

In the best of times, development requires a clear, strategic long-term focus as well as the ability 
to tackle emerging challenges and opportunities, COVID-19 being an extreme example. Core 
funding makes both possible.

 
ccc

 

This allows us to provide on-demand support for governments as part of the broader UN 
System support.

Being the most flexible funding modality, core enables UNDP to lay the foundational work 
in programme design that will help attract more resources from other sources. Core’s flex-
ibility allowed us to quickly repurpose existing core funds to provide direct support for the 
needs of countries, including those in crisis settings.

 
Our core strength is growing
Core funding has declined since the last global financial crisis, and some countries have an-
nounced deep cuts in their funding for development, also known as Official Development 
Assistance. But UNDP’s trusted partners are bucking that trend. 

This included a record 126% increase from Germany, with increases also from Denmark, Ja-
pan, US, Finland, Czech Republic and Israel. Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba, Iran and Latvia 
returned as contributors or began contributing to UNDP’s core resources.

Short-term flexibility, long-term results

Core brings more

Core resources underpin UNDP’s operational capacity, 
networks and presence at the global, regional and country 
levels, across 170 countries and territories

In 2020, we received

$696 MILLION in core contributions
(a 13% increase of $79M from 2019)
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Top core contributions 

Switzerland NetherlandsCanada Denmark

Germany NorwayJapanUnited States United  
Kingdom

Sweden

Thank you to our top 10 core contributors of 2020:

Core funding is central to UNDP’s long-standing relationship and trust with governments be-
fore, during and after a crisis hits. Across regions, UNDP worked with donors and partners in 
2020 to reprogramme core resources to jump-start COVID-19 response actions on the ground 
and catalyse more, much-needed resources. 

Core, COVID-19 and beyond
Responding to a development crisis

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
The introduction of a COVID-19 Project Marker enabled UNDP 
to report on the contribution of core resources and its impact on 
our integrated response. 

WHERE THE NEED IS GREATEST
UNDP continues to ensure that the majority (at least 85%, as man-
dated by its Executive Board) of core is spent on programmes in 
the poorest countries, while also addressing pockets of poverty 
and vulnerability in middle-income countries, particularly when 
these impact women and marginalized communities.

PROMOTING UN NORMS AND PRINCIPLES
Core resources enable UNDP’s global presence and opera-
tions: present and actively engaging with governments, build-
ing trusted relationships to promote UN values, including human 
rights and the principle of leaving no one behind.
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80% OF 3,100+ PARTNERS 
surveyed across 140 countries 
see UNDP as a valued partner

75% OF RESPONDENTS 
believe that UNDP advocate 

a common UN position on 
important development issues 

71% 
see UNDP as providing 
integrated solutions in 
collaboration with its 

partners

UNDP 
Partnership 
Survey

Ranked UNDP as 
THE MOST TRANSPARENT 

of UN agencies 

 HIGHEST PERFORMANCE 
by UNDP among all 

Multilateral Fund 
implementation agencies

How the world views us
Recognition, whether external or internal, helps UNDP stay on track and keep improving. Below are some 
of the awards and acknowledgements we received in 2020.
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Honorable Mention

Consumer Electronic Show 
(CES) 

2020 Innovation Award 
Honoree

Global Goals app on over 
100 million smartphones. 

Partnership generated 
$1.5M in donations for 
UNDP’s development 

work

Shortlisted for SDG Impact 
at Responsible Business 

Awards 2020

172 OF UNDP’S 249 
DECENTRALIZED EVALUATIONS 
completed in 2020 were reviewed by 
the IEO as being 84% “satisfactory” 

or “moderately satisfactory” 
(a 10%+ increase since 2019)

Ashden Award for Humanitarian 
Energy recognized UNDP’s work 

to boost entrepreneurship for 
Yemini women and communities’ 

access to affordable energy

Samsung 
Global Goals 

app

45

73% OF RESPONDENTS 
consider UNDP services to 
be ”satisfactory” or “very 

satisfactory” (based on 131 
countries and 3 regional offices)

UNDP-DCO 
survey

CSO50 annual award for 
outstanding innovation 
and business value in 

cybersecurity, THE 6TH 
TIME UNDP HAS WON 

(more than any other 
organization)
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Global, regional, local
UNDP’s network brings the world together, driving sustainable impact and results for people and planet.

•	 Addis Ababa Regional Service 
Centre

•	 Angola 
•	 Benin 
•	 Botswana 
•	 Burkina Faso 
•	 Burundi 
•	 Cameroon
•	 Cape Verde 
•	 Central African Republic 
•	 Chad 
•	 Comoros 
•	 Congo (Dem. Republic of)
•	 Congo (Republic of) 
•	 Côte d’Ivoire 
•	 Equatorial Guinea 
•	 Eritrea 
•	 Eswatini 
•	 Ethiopia 
•	 Gabon 
•	 Gambia 
•	 Ghana 
•	 Guinea 
•	 Guinea-Bissau 
•	 Kenya 
•	 Lesotho 
•	 Liberia 
•	 Madagascar 
•	 Malawi 
•	 Mali 
•	 Mauritania 
•	 Mauritius and Seychelles 
•	 Mozambique 
•	 Namibia 
•	 Niger 
•	 Nigeria 
•	 Rwanda 
•	 São Tomé and Príncipe 
•	 Senegal 
•	 Sierra Leone 
•	 South Africa 
•	 South Sudan 
•	 Tanzania 
•	 Togo 
•	 Uganda 
•	 Zambia 
•	 Zimbabwe

•	 Panama Regional Hub

•	 Argentina 
•	 Barbados and the Eastern 

Caribbean (covering 
Anguilla, Antigua and 
Barbuda, the British Virgin 
Islands, the Commonwealth 
of Dominica, Grenada, 
Monserrat, Saint Lucia, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines)

•	 Bolivia 
•	 Brazil 
•	 Chile 
•	 Colombia 
•	 Costa Rica 
•	 Cuba 
•	 Dominican Republic 

•	 New York headquarters

•	 Brussels Representation Office (covering European Union)
•	 Geneva Representation Office 
•	 Nordic Representation Office (covering Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden)
•	 Tokyo Representation Office 
•	 Washington Representation Office 

Latin America and the Caribbean

North America

Africa

•	 Ecuador 
•	 El Salvador 
•	 Guatemala 
•	 Guyana 
•	 Haiti 
•	 Honduras
•	 Jamaica (covering The Bahamas, 

Belize, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, 
Jamaica, Turks and Caicos Islands)

•	 Mexico
•	 Panama
•	 Paraguay
•	 Peru
•	 Suriname
•	 Trinidad and Tobago (covering 

Aruba, Curacao, Sint Maarten, 
Trinidad and Tobago)

•	 Uruguay
•	 Venezuela

Representation Offices
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•	 Bangkok Regional Hub

•	 Afghanistan
•	 Bangladesh
•	 Bhutan
•	 Cambodia
•	 China
•	 Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea
•	 India
•	 Indonesia
•	 Iran
•	 Lao PDR
•	 Malaysia (covering Brunei 

Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore)
•	 Maldives
•	 Mongolia
•	 Myanmar
•	 Nepal
•	 Pacific Office in Fiji (covering 

Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, 
Kiribati, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, Palau, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu)

•	 Pakistan
•	 Papua New Guinea
•	 Philippines
•	 Samoa (covering Samoa, Cook 

Islands, Niue, Tokelau)
•	 Sri Lanka
•	 Thailand
•	 Timor-Leste
•	 Viet Nam

•	 Istanbul Regional Hub

•	 Albania 
•	 Armenia 
•	 Azerbaijan 
•	 Belarus 
•	 Bosnia and Herzegovina 
•	 Cyprus 
•	 Georgia 
•	 Kazakhstan 
•	 Kosovo (as per UNSCR 1244) 
•	 Kyrgyzstan 
•	 Moldova 
•	 Montenegro 
•	 North Macedonia
•	 Serbia
•	 Tajikistan 
•	 Turkey 
•	 Turkmenistan 
•	 Ukraine 
•	 Uzbekistan

•	 Nairobi Global Centre on Resilient Ecosystems and Desertification
•	 Oslo Governance Centre
•	 Istanbul International Center for Private Sector in Development
•	 Seoul Policy Centre for Knowledge Exchange through SDG Partnerships
•	 Singapore Global Centre for Technology, Innovation and Sustainable Development

•	 Amman Regional Hub 

•	 Algeria
•	 Bahrain 
•	 Djibouti 
•	 Egypt 
•	 Iraq
•	 Jordan
•	 Kuwait
•	 Lebanon
•	 Libya
•	 Morocco 
•	 Programme of Assistance 

to the Palestinian People 
•	 Saudi Arabia
•	 Somalia
•	 Sudan
•	 Syria
•	 Tunisia
•	 Yemen 

Arab States

Europe and Central Asia

Asia and the Pacific

Policy Centres
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